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Division 23: Western Australian Land Information Authority, $44 662 000 — 

Mr P.B. Watson, Chairman. 

Mr B.J. Grylls, Minister for Lands. 

Mr M. Bradford, Chief Executive. 

Mr M. Smith, Chief Finance Officer.  

Mr J. Fortuna, Manager, Financial Operations. 

[Witnesses introduced.] 

The CHAIRMAN: Member for Darling Range. 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: I refer to “Asset Investment Program” on page 282 of budget paper No 2. Can the minister 

let me know how LandCorp is contributing to the supply of heavy, special and industry land across Western 

Australia? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The member is not ready, because this is Landgate, not LandCorp. 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: Sorry. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I refer to the fourth dot point on page 286, which mentions measures that have been 

introduced to reduce risks in relation to property transactions. I understand a bulletin 214 has been issued by the 

Delegated Registrar of Titles and the Commissioner of Titles in relation to the identification of identity 

measures. Can I just ask whether the settlement industry was consulted about these measures; and, were 

discussions held with the Department of Commerce about the new measures? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I will let Mr Bradford add something to what I am saying, but obviously the two instances 

of property fraud were extremely concerning to me as minister and to Landgate as the relevant government 

agency. After the first fraud case, we put in place some changes to the code of conduct for the industry. After the 

second instance, we made it substantially more difficult to transact a property without, essentially, having 

identity checks in place. I think the consultation with the industry has been good. To the industry’s credit, it 

understood that this was a substantial problem and that there was a feeling that the property transaction sector 

could be targeted by fraudsters, basically, and we moved very quickly with industry—there are multiple players: 

the real estate agents, and property conveyancers, as well as the departments of government and the Consumer 

Protection Division—to basically put in place a new system. I think we have done it in a very timely manner and 

that has now led to far more substantial identity checks before there is an ability to list a property for sale. I have 

a close friend who is a conveyancing lawyer and we had some very tense conversations as we made changes to 

the system. She made points to me such as the fact that it is now virtually impossible for someone overseas to 

ring up a local agent and get a transaction underway. I said we needed to set much more rigorous checks in place 

and that is what we have done. I think the consultation has been good and I think partnership with industry has 

been good. I do not think industry members will all be happy with what was put in place, because it makes things 

more onerous and difficult. It was put to me that, basically, unless someone lives in a capital city with an 

embassy, it almost easier to fly home from overseas to do a property transaction rather than trying to do it 

overseas. That is one of the downsides of the changes we have put in place, but it was unacceptable to me to 

have a system that was open to fraudulent land transfers and we have clamped down on that quickly. Landgate 

played a key role in that. I am happy for Mr Michael Bradford, the CEO, to add more information. 

Mr M. Bradford: Obviously, Landgate worked in partnership with industry to verify the identities of people 

transacting in land. The most recent proposed changes are a result of a consultation draft that I think was 

published on 12 March and the consultation comments closed on 27 April. We are now reviewing those 

comments and the proposed identification procedures will take into account those comments and be announced 

shortly with a view to be implemented in stages over the next six months. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Within the change of processes, is it now true that settlement agents will be required to 

complete a statutory declaration for each transaction? 

Mr M. Bradford: The consultation draft indicated the requirement to complete a statutory declaration. Part of 

the feedback that we received from industry was concern about that requirement and that is one of the changes 

that will be in the new version that comes out; it will not include a statutory declaration.  

The appropriation was recommended. 

Meeting suspended from 3.49 to 4.01 pm 

 


